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INTRODUCTION 
The liberalization of cannabis laws in many U.S. states and increasing 
public acceptance of cannabis use has raised concerns about people 
driving under its influence. Research has shown, however, that some 
people who consume cannabis are unaware of how or to what extent it 
may impact their ability to drive safely. The AAA Foundation for Traffic 
Safety is working with researchers at the University of California San 
Diego to conduct research designed to improve efforts to prevent 
cannabis-impaired driving. 

PROJECT GOAL AND PLAN 
The goal of this project is to understand the characteristics and 
motivations of people who drive after using cannabis and provide 
recommendations for communicating effectively with this 
population about safe driving.   

This research will begin with analysis of existing data from a previous 
survey of cannabis users in California along with interviews with 
subject matter experts. Insights will be used to inform the design of a 
survey to assess characteristics, attitudes, cannabis usage patterns, 
and driving behavior in a sample of approximately 2000 cannabis 
users in states with differing cannabis-related laws. The results of the 
surveys and interviews will inform the development of 
communication strategies which will then be tested in several states 
to inform recommendations and messaging to educate the public 
about the risks of cannabis use and driving. 

STRATEGIES TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC AND 
CORRECT MISUNDERSTANDINGS ABOUT CANNABIS 
USE AND IMPAIRED DRIVING 
 

Project Team 
University of California, San Diego 
Linda Hill, MD, MPH 
Thomas Marcotte, Ph.D. 

AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety 
Lindsay Arnold 
(Project Manager) 

Period of 
Performance 
May 2023 – August 2024 
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